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Peggy Baldt, happy to                                                              Kate Shonina, Mock Trial  
graduate from law school                                                       President and All-Region    
                                                                                                Witness      
 

Peggy Will be Missed 
 by Kate Shonina 

                                                                       
Editor’s Note: On Monday, September 15, Peggy learned she had 
passed the Florida Bar 
 
 University of North Florida is a great place to study, especially if you are heavily 
involved in student clubs.  Mock Trial is one of the best choices; it is fun and also very 
educational.  Since UNF usually sends two teams to competition there is a lot of 
organizational and paperwork to be done in advance.  Between classes and homework our 
only hope was always Mrs. Peggy Baldt. 
 I should say from the beginning, that Peggy at the time when I met her was not 
only an incredible chief assistant to the Pre-Law Program, but also an outstanding student 
at the Florida Coastal School of Law.  She managed a busy life of a law student along 
with being a great help to all the Mock Trial participants and Pre-Law Students. 
 Peggy began her career at the Pre-Law Program five years ago, when she became 
an irreplaceable part of Pre-Law.  She took upon herself all the duties that were required 
of her and all of those that were not.  She became the second person in the Pre-Law 
Office, handling scheduling appointments with students, Mock Trial paperwork, and 
most of the student concerns.  With Mr. Edwards being as busy as he is with classes, the 
Program, and Mock Trial, all the office work fell on Peggy.  Along with all the numerous 
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tasks Peggy was in charge of, she also planned and arranged Pre-Law Program 
Luncheons, edited the brochure and the newsletter for the Program.  She made sure that 
all the Mock Trial preparations were done, and we were ready to go to competition.  Even 
this past spring when she was about to graduate from law school, Peggy frequently 
attended practices for Mock Trial and spent her evenings giving teams tips and helping us 
prepare for coming up competition.  She was the backbone of Pre-Law, and did an 
incredible job for five years. 
 I only can say that while Peggy worked in the Pre-Law Program, she was not only 
a great organizer, but we also found a friend in her.  I want to wish her the best of luck 
and success in her new career and hope that she will keep in touch with the Pre-Law 
Program. 
 
 
The Mock Trial Experience 
An article by Eddie Sarnowski 

 
 
Eddie Sarnowski on a happy 
mock trial occasion 
 
Looking back, the 2002-2003 school year provided me with some of the most 
gratifying experiences of my college career.  After abruptly changing majors 

from Electrical Engineering to English and Philosophy, I needed guidance.  I was 
desperate for a little direction as I considered the possibility of going to law school.  The 
Pre-Law program and the advice of the director, Mr. Edwards, was exactly what I was 
looking for. 
 After meeting with Mr. Edwards on a number of occasions, I was convinced to 
check out the Mock Trial team.  It was something new to me.  I hadn’t heard of the club 
before and at first I thought that maybe I was getting in too deep, too soon.  I was 
definitely wrong.  My very first time going to one of the meetings I was met with 
friendliness and congeniality.  After talking to many of the Mock Trial team members, I 
found that many of them shared similar goals as myself.  It was truly comforting to meet 
other ambitious students who truly care about not just their current projects, but their 
future as well. 
 As time progressed, I gradually found my niche within the Pre-Law program and 
on the Mock Trial team.  Realizing that I had just entered the program and started coming 
to the meetings, I did not expect to take the reigns of one of the teams immediately.  My 
first opportunity to participate in Mock Trial was playing the part of Abe Brun, an 
accident reconstructionist.  I prepared for months and studied the part intensely.  Witness 
preparation for this character gave me my first taste of what it is like to prepare for a trial.  
Even though I was not necessarily the attorney, I was definitely provided firsthand 
experience in critiquing a witness’s presentation and analyzing the facts.  Playing “devil’s 
advocate” and trying to pick apart the weaknesses of my character truly put my analytical 
skills to test.  It felt great to finally use the skills I had been learning in school for years. 
 After preparing for months, the teams finally went to competition in February.  
The entire competition was amazing.  Despite any stress that accumulated while planning 
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and practicing over the course of the Fall semester, participating in the regional 
competition was incredible.  It made every minute I invested into Mock Trial feel 
worthwhile.  My first chance to shine was in my performance scored by judges.  As 
nervous as I was, I ended up doing pretty well for being a newcomer.  The competitive 
spirit that the competitions invoke is unimaginable.  While preparing throughout the Fall 
and even on the ride to Tallahassee, I never imagined I would have been as enthused and 
zealous as I had been throughout the competition.  It was stressful.  Over the course of an 
hour and a half lunch break I re-learned a part I had tried out for during the previous 
months.  When the time came, however, for me to testify as C.J. Calhoun, a statistician 
for the Midlands Department of Motor Vehicles, I came through.  It felt amazing to have 
my team members supporting me throughout.  People I had met three or four months ago 
were behind me the entire way.  In retrospect, Mock Trial was a type of bonding 
experience.  After meeting at least twice a week and preparing for competition, a group 
of very diverse individuals came together, worked together, and won together. 
 We left Tallahassee on a Sunday morning with a bid to a National Competition in 
Kentucky. 
 

 
 
The 2003 mock trial team in Kentucky enjoys some  
 sunshine before entering national competition 
 
 A month after the national competition, my team members and myself were on a 
plane, flying to Lexington, KY.  After losing two key attorneys, we entered the 
competition downtrodden.  Although the team had typically been optimistic and 
hardworking, it was difficult dealing with the last minute scramble for two attorneys.  
The outcome, however, could have never been predicted.  In spite of the hurdles that 
blocked the road to success, we managed to place 10th and had Jenny Santana win a 
National Witness Award and Melissa Price win a National Attorney Award.  If leaving 
Tallahassee felt gratifying, the flight out of Kentucky redefined happiness and the feeling 
of achievement. 
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“Accident re-constructionist” Sarnowski, “Dr”. Kate Shonina, a pathologist, and the 
very pregnant “accident eye witness” Jennifer Santana, pose with Mr. Edwards prior 
to entering a national trial courtroom 
  
 
 As my interest in Mock Trial grew, I decided to enroll in the Mock Trial class that 
Mr. Edwards teaches every Summer.  Considering the positive feedback the class had 
generated I thought it was a possibility I simply could not pass up.  The class provided 
many different experiences.  To begin with, Mr. Edwards invited a guest speaker to 
nearly every class.  The speakers were accomplished professionals within the field of 
law.  From judges to attorneys working for the State to men such as Bob Sporher who are 
Senior partners in private firms, Mr. Edwards provided the students with a golden 
opportunity to interact with individuals who truly embody success.  Additionally, in 
every class the students were provided time to practice parts and perform before the class.  
After each performance there was discussion that constructively criticized and 
complemented the performances.  The pinnacle of the class, however, was the final trial 
at the end.  After practicing and studying trial techniques for weeks, the students were 
given the opportunity to play the parts of witnesses and attorneys in the Lone Ranger 
case.  The trial proceeded very professionally with opening statements, direct and cross 
examinations, and closing arguments delivered skill and precision. 
 In retrospect, the experiences I was able to take part in within the Mock Trial club 
and class provided me with unforgettable experiences and valuable skills and knowledge.  
Mr. Edwards is truly an asset to the University of North Florida.  Any students even 
considering a career in law should take advantage of any opportunity to meet with him.  
His personal knowledge of the legal profession, courses and faculty at UNF, and of the 
city of Jacksonville make his Pre-Law program and the Mock Trial team very successful 
and valuable to the University of North Florida. 
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Mock Trial  
Article by Melissa Price 
 

My senior year at University of North Florida, I received the 
opportunity to serve as an attorney on one of the UNF Mock Trial teams.  
Basically, every year the Mock Trial teams are given a case, either civil or 

criminal, to argue at competition against other universities.  The 2002-2003 case was 
civil, specifically wrongful death.  Then there are try-outs and attorneys and witnesses are 
selected. 

Mock Trial was a great experience for me.  It was a lot of hard work and 
dedication though too.  Many hours every week were devoted to studying case law and 
working on opening statements and direct examinations.  There were tons of objections 
and court rules that had to be read over and over again.  Attorneys had to work with 
various witnesses and prepare them for cross-examination.  Perhaps most frustrating was 
that I never knew which witnesses the other team was going to call.   

Being an attorney on the team taught me a great deal.  It taught me about 
objections, case law, presence in the courtroom, and how to think on your toes.   It also 
taught me a lot about how to work in a team environment.  The weekly meetings and the 
time and effort required to stay on the team took dedication and determination.  There 
were many times that it would have been very easy to quit or give up.   Luckily, we were 
all able to stick it through.  All the long hours and practicing paid off when one of the 
teams was awarded a bid to nationals.  We reorganized our team and continued our 
preparation.  Regrettably, for uncontrollable reasons, our team lost two very talented 
attorneys days before our trip to Kentucky for national competition.  Last minute changes 
were made and team members were moved around.  Fortunately, we had two members on 
the team that were willing and able to learn attorney roles hours before our plane landed 
in Kentucky.  If not for these two people, the team would not have been able to compete 
at all. 

Going to nationals was a wonderful experience.  I was amazed at how different 
people could all look at the same case and come up with so many different angles and 
lines of questioning.  It was challenging because one had to constantly keep thinking.  
However, there was a great sense of accomplishment.  We had worked hard for months, 
spent many late nights, had many arguments along the way, but we made it to nationals 
together.  The 2003 UNF Mock Trial Team placed 9th at National Competition.  One of 
the team’s witnesses, Jenny Santana, received a national award for “Outstanding 
Witness” and I received the “Outstanding Attorney” award. 

Winning the “Outstanding Attorney” award meant a lot to me.  It was my first 
year on the Mock Trial team.  I hadn’t even been a witness on the team before, much less 
an attorney.  However, I know I could not have done it alone.  I am thankful for all of my 
team members and the challenges I endured during my one year of mock trial.  The 
challenges of being a team member only made me more determined to succeed, although 
I could not appreciate the rough road at the time.  More than anything, I would like to 
extend my gratitude to Dr. Martin Edwards for donating all of his time, knowledge and 
support.  I could not have done it without you.  Thank you. 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Announcement for first mock trial team try-out 
meeting:  
The first meeting for potential mock trial team members will be held on 
Wednesday September 24,2003 at 6:00pm in the student government 
senate chambers on the second floor of Building 14. The future date for 
elections for the Mock Trial organization  officers will be announced 
that night.  It is anticipated that try-outs for the mock trial teams will be 
conducted in late October or early November 

 

    
 
Peggy Baldt, Jessica Stebbins, and Mr. Edwards 
 
 
 
 
My Road to Yale 
By Jessica Stebbins 
 

 
 

It has been five years now since I wandered into Professor 
Marty Edwards’ office and asked him to tell me all about UNF’s Pre-
Law Program and award-winning Mock Trial Team.  This fall I will be 
embarking on the next step in my legal education by joining the Yale 
Law class of 2006.  I am looking forward to finally completing my 
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education at one of the most dynamic and exciting institutions in the country. 
My time at Yale is something that UNF has prepared me well for.  From the 

moment I arrived as an eager freshman, I was aided and guided in preparing for my 
future, particularly by the Pre-Law Program and the Office of Scholar Program.  At a 
larger state institution, a freshman might have had to sit on the sidelines for a while.  Not 
so at UNF.  Within a few months, I had not only tried out for and won a place on the 
Mock Trial team, but had attended Pre-Law program board meetings, met local judges 
and attorneys, and begun volunteering in a domestic violence court advocacy program.  
These experiences were invaluable.  They not only helped me clarify my future plans 
(yes, I did want to be a lawyer); they also allowed me to gain confidence and build a 
resume law schools would pay attention to. 
 I spent three years as an active member in the Pre-Law program and on the Mock 
Trial team.  In addition to developing my ability to analyze case material and create 
arguments, I got to flex my acting abilities playing a variety of witnesses, from a sleazy 
bartender to an uptight young Naval seaman.  I made lasting friendships and traveled 
with the team when we made the National Competition and the National Championships 
(twice!).  One of my proudest moments was when we were given the National Spirit of 
AMTA (American Mock Trial Team Association) Award, because our competitors had 
voted us to be the most amicable, ethical, and fair-minded team at the competition. 
 Perhaps even more important than these amazing opportunities was the way the 
faculty at UNF took the time to get to know and encourage me.  Professor Edwards, Dr. 
Mary Borg in Scholar Programs, and so many others were always willing to offer me 
advice and guidance.  Last year, I won a Gates Cambridge Scholarship - a full 
scholarship for me to pursue a graduate degree at Cambridge University in England.  The 
faculty at UNF not only alerted me to the fact that this scholarship existed, they also 
wrote detailed letters of recommendation, advised me on what to expect in England, and 
even flew me in for mock interview practice.  I would not have received this kind of 
support at any other university. 
 This past year at Cambridge has been fantastic.  I have eaten in an eight-hundred 
year old dining hall (wearing an academic gown), heard a choir of schoolboys sing in 
Latin, and have spent dozens of evenings hanging out in a cheerful pub.  I was even able 
to fulfill a lifelong dream of being in Paris for Bastille Day, which is also my birthday.  
Most important, I have formed strong friendships with people from all over the world.  It 
has truly been a life-changing experience. 
 I don’t know yet what next year at Yale will be like, but I know that I am well 
prepared for it.  And that I am eagerly awaiting it. 
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A Profile of Cindy Lasky            
By Rose Shapiro 

                                                                          
 
Cindy Lasky, U.N.F  .graduate                                                Rose Shaprio, a mock trial                               
and former program assistant                                               attorney and S.G.A. leader 
is now a Jacksonville attorney 
 
 Today, as a practicing attorney and University of North Florida professor, Cindy 
Lasky considers herself to be “successful, and very happy”.  However, when I recently 
talked to Ms. Lasky about her path to accomplishment, I discovered that things haven’t 
always been this good for her.  Ms. Lasky had a difficult childhood, and actually spent 
years pursuing a career in medicine.  Today she openly admits, “I’ve really come a long 
way, and I owe a lot to UNF.  Had I not gone there, I don’t think I’d have the success I do 
today.”  
 Cindy Lasky was born in West Germany, and moved to the United States at about 
the age of eight.  “In grade school, we saluted the flag every morning by saying the 
Pledge of Allegiance, I didn’t even speak English,…it was so confusing to me,” 
remembers Lasky of her first years in the U.S.  While her fellow students were bored by 
grammar lessons, Ms. Lasky embraced them as an opportunity to learn English.  “I really 
took the mechanics of English to heart,” she told me, explaining the earliest roots of her 
educational foundation, shedding some light on her passion for interpreting written word, 
a passion she still holds today. 
 Although Lasky excelled in school she explained, “right after I came to the U.S., I 
had a very hard life.”  She grew up in Georgia and Louisiana, planning on attending 
medical school someday.  Yet things did not happen as planned, and Ms. Lasky’s dream 
was postponed. 
 Finally, as a middle-aged mother of two, she found the opportunity to go back to 
school.  She was taking classes at Kansas State University, studying biology, and still 
dreaming of attending medical school, when her recently acquired husband was required 
to move to Florida for his job.  She applied to the University of North Florida for pre-
med, and was required to take some liberal arts classes that she hadn’t had to take in 
Kansas.  It was in these classes that her life ambition was drastically changed. 
 Ms. Lasky was a student in some of Mr. Martin Edwards’ criminal justice classes, 
and Dr. Terry Bowen and Dr. David Schwam-Baird’s political science classes.  Ms. 
Lasky said that discovering these classes, which are pre-law in nature, “was it,” for her.  
She added, “It was like coming home.  I was so hooked.”  By the end of her first semester 
at UNF, she changed her major to focus on pre-law.  When Ms. Lasky speaks of her 
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relationship with Mr. Edwards, she explains, “He was such an important influence in my 
life.  I feel like I owe Marty so much.”  Mr. Edwards was a mentor for Ms. Lasky, 
encouraging her to participate on the mock trial team, and to go on to law school. 
 Ms. Lasky graduated from UNF, and went on to Law School at UF.  She held 3 or 
4 jobs at a time during school, working her way through the entire process.  While 
studying law, she worked as a physics and calculus tutor, and held other part-time jobs.  
At law school she received an award from the Florida Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers (FACDL) for $1,000 in scholarship money.  Yet despite her success in defense 
law, she found her real passion to be in appellate law. 
 Today Ms. Lasky works for the Jacksonville firm of Ned I. Price P.A. and does 
mostly appellate work, with some emphasis on family law and criminal law.  “My 
interest is with appellate law.  You argue the law and I like that.  That’s where all the fun 
is for me,” explained Lasky on why she loves her work now.  She believes that, “the law 
is what divided the good attorneys from the mediocre.  You have to understand the 
process to be good at what we do.” 
 Ms. Lasky’s love of the law is definitely apparent in the way she teaches.  In her 
“American Legal Systems” class, Professor Lasky encouraged students to dissect the law, 
and really figure out what each law meant, and how it was to be applied.  In class, we 
would study real cases and the various ways in which the law applied to each. 
 Although Lasky loves her job today, she doesn’t sugarcoat the negative aspect of 
her work.  “You have to be a workaholic, and obsessive to do appellate work.  There is 
no room for mistakes, which makes it very stressful.  The law is both dynamic and 
challenging, making it a double-edged sword.  I think what I do is more interesting than 
litigation, but it’s also more difficult and more risky.” 
 “I have a hunger and thirst to learn.  Now, I get to spend my time learning.  I learn 
something new everyday as a lawyer,” Lasky explains.  Thus, it’s easy to see how she 
would enjoy helping others to learn by becoming a professor.  Today, people all over 
Jacksonville recognize Ms. Lasky as a teacher.  She says that, “I like that recognition.  If 
you teach, you do it because you like it.”  Ms. Lasky has taught classes on American 
Legal Systems and Legal Ethics, in the past year, and will teach both again in the 
upcoming school year.  “I’m proud to tell people I teach at UNF.  It’s my way of giving 
back.” 
 Ms. Lasky looks back on her life saying that, “it really has worked out for me.  
I’ve fulfilled my dreams - I even have a grandson - I’ve done it all” Her story of 
overcoming hardship and achieving her dreams quite closely resembles that of 
Cinderella.  Yet I assure you, it was not magic that helped her along the way, but hard 
work and intense determination that led her to a happy ending. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Report from the Program 
Director 

  
 
Provost David Kline congratulates Mr. 
Edwards  
on 10 years of service to U.N.F. 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are now in our 
tenth year of existence, the time has seemingly 
flown by.  So many of our former U.N.F. pre-
law students are now law school graduates,  
that our Board of Advisors is practically 

teeming with former U.N.F. students.  We hope you enjoy the newsletter and find it 
informative.  The last few pages contain the latest information form the Law School 
Admission Council.  Also, enclosed   at the end of the newsletter are several flyers that 
may be of interest to you. 
 
 
 
 

New Pre-law Program Assistant 
  
 
Tanya Brown our new assistant 
 
The Program is pleased to welcome U.N.F. undergraduate Tanya 
Brown as our new Program Assistant.  Tanya is a graduate of Nease 
High School and is majoring in Sociology while at U.N.F.  Tanya is 
very enthusiastic about being at U.N.F. and working with the 
Program.  She is a welcome addition to the office, and students have 
already commented on the warm greetings they receive from Tanya. 
 

 
Sorry guys, Tanya will be married on September 27, to Tommy Anderson, a biology and 
ecology teacher at local Ed White High School.  You missed out on this lovely young 
lady. 
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Peggy Baldt, who served as the Program Assistant for the past five years, has graduated 
from the Florida Coastal School of Law, and has recently taken the Florida Bar.  She is 
currently awaits the results of the bar exam, and will soon begin practicing law in the 
greater Jacksonville area.  We wish Peggy the best of luck.  Fortunately, Peggy has 
agreed to serve on our Board of Advisors. 

 
 

Pre Law Scholarship 

 
 
Jason Burnett helps endow  
Pre- Law scholarship fund 

 
 
Jason Burnett is a U.N.F. graduate, now practicing law in Jacksonville, and has served on 
the Pre-Law Board of Advisors for the past four years.  Recently, Ann Crook, the Arts & 
Sciences Development officer and myself visited with Jason, and he graciously agreed to 
become the fourth major contributor (out of five needed) to endow the pre-law 
scholarship fund.  Hopefully, we will find a fifth major donor this Fall semester, and the 
scholarship fund will be permanently established, and the first scholarship can be 
awarded next Fall to a deserving U.N.F. pre-law student.  One of the requirements of the 
scholarship will be that a student be enrolled in the program for at least six months.  If 
you know of potential pre-law students, please have them contact our office. 
 
 

Pre-Law Day 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter, is a flyer announcing that Pre-Law Day will be held on 
Wednesday, October 15th, from 1:00 p:m until 5:00 p:m in Building 14, The Robinson 
Student Center.   
 
Our guest speaker will be U.N.F. President, and former Jacksonville Mayor John 
Delaney, who is an attorney.  President Delaney has served as Chief Assistant State 
Attorney and General Counsel for Jacksonville, and has an extensive legal background as 
well as a distinguished career in public service.  This is the first time a U.N.F. President 
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has participated in our Pre-Law Day, and we encourage all U.N.F. to attend this festive 
occasion 
 
 

 
 

L.S.A.T. Library 
 
We are constantly receiving new books, pamphlets, letters, and other materials updating 
the L.S.A.T. and how to prepare for it.  We encourage students to drop by our temporary 
offices in portable building 839, directly across the street from the teaching gymnasium, 
and browse around our expanding library.  We are also enclosing a flyer from U.N.F.’s 
Department of Continuing Education which presents an announcement about their LSAT 
preparation courses taught here on campus 
 

New Board of Advisors Members 
 
We are pleased to announce that five new members have been added to our Board of 
Advisors.  Peggy Baldt has already been mentioned, and I’m sure students will be glad to 
know that Peggy will continue to serve on the board and continue donating her time to 
the Program.   Alan Chipperfield is an Assistant Public Defender who has specialized in 
high profile criminal defense cases, including some of the most publicized cases in recent 
Jacksonville history.  He has also been engaged in the private practice of law, but enjoys 
his work in the public service sector.  Alan has graciously donated his time to U.N.F. as a 
volunteer lecturer in the summer Mock Trial class.  His lectures on direct and cross-
examination of witnesses are enthusiastically received by our students.  Howard Dale is a 
practicing attorney in Jacksonville, and the head of a civil practice law firm.  He is a Yale 
graduate, who attended Penn law school.  Howard served several terms on the 
Jacksonville City Council and is enthusiastic about his connection to U.N.F. students.  
Barry Newman is a recent graduate of the Florida Coastal School of Law, and practices 
law with the firm of Spohrer and Wilner.  He recently participated in a major civil trial 
and produced eye-opening results.  Russell Healy is a County Court Judge who has 
served as an Assistant State Attorney and had been engaged in the private practice of law 
for over fifteen years until his recent appointment to the bench by Govenor Jeb Bush. 
We are glad to have these distinguished members of our legal community join the board. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed receiving the Program newsletter.  If you have something of 
interest you’d like to contribute to the Spring edition, please stop by and let us know.  
Good luck this semester in all your endeavors. 
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Report form Law School Admissions Council 
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